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PART I
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOTS
2017
1. Seasonal Technicians: We had one technician return for 2017, Zach Peklo. Zach Peklo came to us from Grand
Valley State University studying natural resources management with an emphasis on Geographic Information Systems. New to our crew this year was Josh Auyer, a recent graduate of Calvin College with a degree in Biology and
experience as an Ecosystem Preserve Steward at Calvin. Billy Gibala also joined our crew. Recently graduated from
University of Michigan-Flint with a degree in wildlife biology and minors in regional and urban planning, Billy had
previous experience with Blandings turtle research at Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge.
2. Stewardship Specialist: Alex Kriebel returned as the part-time Stewardship Specialist in April. He was previously a
Seasonal Technician in 2013 and 2014. He had gained valuable experience in natural areas management working
with Oakland County Parks and Recreation, and provided leadership to the crew.
3. US Fish and Wildlife Service Partners for Fish and Wildlife Grants: After planting 55 acres of prairie reconstructions in 2015 and 2016, we prepared for a third round of plantings in 2017. Using our second Partners grant, we
hoped to plant an additional 15 acres at Charles Ilsley Park and 3 acres at Gallagher Creek Park in 2017. We were
not able to plant in fall 2017 due to seed shortages, so these areas will be planted in spring 2018.
4. USDA Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) grant: 2017 was the final year for the 2008 WHIP grant. We
controlled woody invasives on 5 acres of old field and fen wetland northwest of Adams Rd on the Paint Creek Trail.
5. Oakland County Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (OC CISMA): Oakland Township Parks and
Recreation continued involvement in the OC CISMA. We used our remaining funds from the 2015 Michigan Invasive
Species Grant awarded to the OC CISMA to treat swallow-wort in Bald Mountain State Recreation Area and Baldwin Elementary School Nature Study Area, and to treat Phragmites along the Paint Creek Trail near a fen wetland.
6. Prescribed Burns: We contracted with Plantwise LLC for spring burns at Cranberry Lake Park, Lost Lake Nature
Park, and Marsh View Park. We also worked with private landowners to burn habitat adjacent to the Paint Creek
Trail right-of-way, including high quality oak savanna, prairie remnants, and fen wetland. We held volunteer prescribed burn crew training again in February. The volunteer crew completed burns at Marsh View Park, Paint Creek
Heritage Area—Wet Prairie, and the Art Project prairie north of Gallagher Road along the Paint Creek Trail.
7. Stewardship Blog: The stewardship blog continued to thrive, with regular posts from Cam Mannino. She regularly
highlighted cool features across all of our parks, all with excellent writing and photographs. The blog also continued
to serve as an up-to-date source of information about stewardship volunteer opportunities and events. We published
52 posts and had 5324 visitors, with 8797 page views. Natural Areas Notebook, oaklandnaturalareas.com
8. Volunteer Program: Volunteers contributed 637 hours in 2017! Weekly bird walks continued, gathering useful data
about avian life in the park and engaging residents. Volunteer workdays focused on garlic mustard (May), invasive
shrub control (July to November), and seed collecting (October).
9. Education Events: Stewardship hosted education events in early 2017. Topics included presentations on public
land in Michigan, the federally threatened Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake, prescribed fire, and plant identification.
10. Phragmites Outreach Program: We continued the Phragmites Outreach Program to help township residents get
Phragmites treated on their property. We received about 33 requests for no-obligation cost estimates , and treated
about 22 properties with a contractor, PLM Lake and Land Management.
*Unless otherwise noted, all photos were taken by Ben VanderWeide.

Natural Areas Stewardship 2017 Annual Report

2

STAFF & STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
2017
Natural Areas Stewardship Manager
Dr. Benjamin VanderWeide continued to lead Natural Areas Stewardship after joining the team in April 2014. He continues to enjoying leading ecological restoration in Oakland Township parks. We continued large-acreage prairie restoration, and used a forestry mower to control autumn olive and other invasive woody plants in fields. Ben continues to
implement an adaptive management approach to natural areas stewardship.

Seasonal Technicians
Zachary Peklo returns to our crew for a third summer as a land stewardship technician. Zach is working toward a degree in Natural Resource Management with an emphasis in Resource Analysis at Grand Valley State University. Zach
graduated from Stoney Creek High School and enjoys hunting and fishing locally and throughout Michigan. He is interested in prescribed and wildland fire and educating others about natural areas. Zach hopes to further his experience in
natural resources management field and make a difference in Oakland Township’s beautiful natural areas.
Billy Gibala joined our crew as a land stewardship technician. He graduated in spring 2017 with a degree in wildlife biology, and a minor in regional and urban planning from the University of Michigan-Flint. He has always been interested in
nature and is passionate about the conservation of threatened and endangered species. He lives in Lake Orion and
loves to spend time hiking, bird watching, and cross country skiing in nearby parks. He is excited to work to preserve
local natural areas.
Josh Auyer joined our crew as a land stewardship technician. He graduated from Calvin College in spring 2017 with a
degree in Biology, and previously worked at Calvin as an Ecosystem Preserve Steward. He has always loved working
outside and looks forward to being part of the Oakland Township Parks and Recreation team. Growing up in Kalamazoo, MI, he has played hockey for most of his life, but enjoys playing all sports. He got married in January, and looks
forward to moving to Oakland County with his wife, Libby.

Stewardship Specialist
Alex Kriebel returned as the Stewardship Specialist in April. He was previously a Seasonal Technician in 2013 and
2014. This part-time position provides experienced leadership to the seasonal crew and assistance with projects in the
fall, winter, and spring. These projects include prescribed fire, woody plant control, equipment maintenance, end-ofseason reports, volunteer coordination, and planning. Alex is a graduate of Madonna University, with a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science, which focused on Mercury and E.coli levels in aquatic systems. His passion for the environment is fueled by his understanding of the necessity of preserving and protecting the surrounding
environment for the benefit of both current and future generations. When not working to preserve
what he loves, Alex can be found fishing, hunting,
kayaking or wrenching on his jeep.

Stewardship Committee
The Charter Township of Oakland Parks and Recreation Commission directs natural areas stewardship work through their Stewardship Committee.
Commissioners Dan Bukowski, Cathy Rooney
(chair), and Dan Simon continued service on the
Stewardship Committee. Alice Tomboulian and
Maryann Whitman continued their service as Citizen Advisors on the committee.
Parks
staff
representatives
included
Ben
VanderWeide, Natural Areas Stewardship Manager, and Mindy Milos-Dale, Parks Director.
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VOLUNTEERS & OUTREACH
Thank You!

2017

Volunteers are an important part of our natural areas stewardship program. In addition to the invaluable hours they give
to protect and restore our wetlands, forests, and grasslands, volunteers learn ecological land management techniques
that they can bring home. Volunteers contributed 637 hours in 2017!

Volunteers
Joe Agosta, Mark Arney, Reg Brown, Cynthia Crozier, Jordan Cushman, Dan Bukowski, David Daviskiba, Daryl DeBano, Kate Dolata, Chad Eggleton, Ron Fadoir, Sue Ferko, James Fostey, Randy Gerken, Lynn Hansford, Joerg Hensel,
John Ihrig, Mark Isken, Anna Leona, Bill Kamman, Bruce Kezlerian, Alex Korb, Tom Korb, Alex Kriebel, David Lazar,
Jacob Lloyd, Jim Lloyd, Rob Mair, Cam Mannino, Melissa Markus, Patrick McCourt, Vincenette Morganti, Ellen Newkirk,
Dianna Noone, Zach Peklo, Steve Powell, Betsey Pollock, R. Stewart Robertson, Dan Russ, Mark Sells, Dan Simon,
Mike Sobieski, Dawn Sun, Sangeeta Theru, Dioniza Toth-Reinalt, Gary VanDekerkhove, Deborah VanderWeide, Irina
Vostriakova, Erin Waskiewicz, Maryann Whitman, Peter Woronha, Walter Zechmeister, Zhenhua Zhu.
A special thanks to the group of nearly thirty 4th and 5th grade students, teachers, and parents from Eagle Creek Academy who helped us plant native plugs and oak trees at Gallagher Creek Park in June!

Birding at Draper Twin Lake Park, February 22, 2017.
Ben, Vinnie, Sigrid, Louise, Mark, and Bob.

Planting trees at Gallagher Creek Park with students from Eagle Creek Academy. June 1, 2017.

Eagle Creek Academy 4th and 5th graders, June 1, 2017

Volunteer Fire Crew at the Wet Prairie on March
23, 2017. Photo by Sue Greenlee.
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VOLUNTEERS & OUTREACH
2017
Volunteer Workdays
Our 2017, volunteer workdays focused on pulling garlic mustard (and some
dame’s rocket) at Blue Heron Environmental Area and Bear Creek Nature
Park; cutting and treating invasive shrubs at Paint Creek Heritage Area—
Wet Prairie, and seed collecting in October. We hosted our first Summer
Stewardship Potluck on July 20 and enjoyed hanging out with everyone involved in our natural areas stewardship program (30-40 people in attendance).

Educational Events
Stewardship hosted a variety of educational events in 2017. Check out the
newsletter descriptions below.
Protecting Michigan’s Rare Amphibians and Reptiles – including the Massasauga Rattlesnake!
David Mifsud, Herpetological Resource Management, Thursday, January 19, 6:30 pm, Paint Creek Cider Mill
Michigan is home to over 60 species of reptiles and amphibians (called “herpetofauna”). More than half are designated
as “Species of Greatest Conservation Need” by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR). In 2016 the
Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake was elevated to Federally Threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. This designation has significant impacts on the conservation and management of these snakes in Michigan. This presentation
will focus on rare amphibians and reptiles in Michigan, with emphasis on the Massasauga Rattlesnake, and discuss the
basic natural history, threats, and conservation needs for these species.
Ecological Surveys of Southern Michigan: The Importance of Public Land
Jesse Lincoln, Ecologist, Michigan Natural Features Inventory, Thursday, February 9, 6:30 pm, Paint Creek Cider Mill.
Through oak savanna, floodplain forest, and prairie fen, Jesse Lincoln traverses southern Michigan to document the
condition of its public lands. These surveys reveal both the natural beauty and imperiled state of our public natural areas. Jesse will share his observations of these treasures, concerns for their future health, and the shared responsibility to
care for our natural heritage. Jesse has been conducting ecological surveys on public lands across Southern Michigan
for past 7 years as an ecologist for the Michigan Natural Features Inventory. Don’t miss this great opportunity to learn
about our natural heritage!
Controlled Fire in Oakland Township Parks
Public Meeting – 6:30 pm, Thursday, February 23, Paint Creek Cider Mill. Regular prescribed fire benefits many of our
forests, meadows, and wetlands. Learn more about reasons for using controlled fire in our natural areas, preparations
for controlled fire, and how a controlled fire crew conducts a burn. We will also review the Oakland Township parks
scheduled for controlled fire in 2017.
Volunteer Crew Training - 9 am to 2 pm on Saturday, February 25, Paint Creek Cider Mill. If you are interested in joining
our volunteer prescribed fire crew, join us for this training workshop. We will cover reasons for using prescribed fire,
preparations for conducting a fire, necessary tools, roles of each burn crew member, and ignition patterns. Weather permitting we will do a small demonstration burn after lunch.
Earth Day for the Birds! Ben VanderWeide, Natural Areas Stewardship Manager. Friday, April 21, 7:30 pm at Cranberry Lake Park. Join us to eat s’mores and watch woodcock do their cool aerial mating dance! Woodcock begin dancing
just after sunset, which is at 8:22 pm on Earth Day 2017. While we wait for sunset we will enjoy snacks, a spring evening, and a brief intro to woodcock biology. As the light fades we will quiet down so that we can enjoy this avian spectacle. Bring a comfortable lawn chair, binoculars, and layers to add as the night cools down.

Bird Walks
In 2017 we continued our weekly bird walks. We had a regular group of 5-10 birders throughout the year, with about 15
birders on one walk in May!. These bird walks help us document the bird species using our parks so that we can better
manage our natural areas for bird diversity. Thanks to all of our birders for your help with these monitoring efforts. According to eBird in December 2017, we have documented 109 species at Bear Creek Nature Park (+3), 99 species at
Draper Twin Lake Park (+12), 90 species at Charles Ilsley Park (+8), 125 species at Cranberry Lake Park (+1), and 72
species at Lost Lake Nature Park (+8). We held our first coffee hour on December 6 with about 15 people in attendance. Tom Korb taught us about building and monitoring nesting boxes for Eastern Bluebirds and American Kestrels.
Natural Areas Stewardship 2017 Annual Report
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VOLUNTEERS & OUTREACH
Phragmites Outreach Program

2017

Oakland County Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (OC CISMA)
Oakland Township Parks and Recreation officially joined the OC CISMA. We used our remaining funds from the 2015
Michigan Invasive Species Grant awarded to the OC CISMA to treat swallow-wort in Bald Mountain State Recreation
Area and Baldwin Elementary School Nature Study Area, and to treat Phragmites along the Paint Creek Trail near a fen
wetland. The Oakland Township Board of Trustees funded the second year of treatment for Phragmites, Japanese knotweed, and swallow-wort infestations in the right-of-way of major roads in Oakland Township. The Natural Areas Stewardship Manager attended the monthly OC CISMA meetings and was elected to serve as a member-at-large on the Executive Committee. Major initiatives included completion of the CISMA Strategic Invasive Species Management Plan,
producing new outreach brochures, swallow-wort outreach in Rose Township, applied for two grants from the 2017
Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program, and pursued long-term funding from Oakland County.

Michigan Vernal Pools Partnership
Oakland Township has over 100 potential vernal pools in its parks. These
seasonal wetlands are biodiversity hotspots, serving as homes for unique
creatures such as fingernail clams, fairy shrimp, and diving beetles, and
breeding areas for salamanders, spring peepers, and other amphibians.
The Natural Areas Stewardship Manager worked with staff and several volunteers to monitor four vernal pools at Bear Creek Nature Park. We also
participate in the Michigan Vernal Pools Partnership, a new group that
works on vernal pool mapping, science, outreach, education, and protection.

Natural Areas Stewardship Blog
We continued to grow our stewardship blog, the Natural Areas Notebook
(oaklandnaturalareas.com). The blog contains information about stewardVernal pool in Bear Creek Nature Park,
ship events, volunteer opportunities, prescribed burning, grassland restoraMay 25, 2017.
tion, and regular posts on stewardship work or natural history observations.
As you’ll learn below, Cam Mannino took on a lead role in the stewardship
blog in 2017, writing features about significant stewardship projects and nature observations. In 2017 we published 52
posts and had 5324 visitors, with 8797 views and 51 comments.

Park Stewards
A few special volunteers help us with many aspects of our natural areas stewardship work on a regular basis.
• Cam Mannino wrote nearly all of the features on the blog this year, volunteered on the prescribed fire crew, and
helped with the new vernal pool monitoring effort.
• Tom Korb met Cam Mannino on the Paint Creek Trail one day early in May. Cam introduced Tom to the birding
group, where he became a regular. Tom took strong first steps to revitalizing the bird nesting box monitoring
program. He built about 25 bluebird boxes, 1 prothonotary warbler box, and 2 kestrel boxes. We’re excited to
see birds using the nest boxes!
• Bruce Kezlerian kept an eye on Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park, often spending time battling oriental bittersweet along the West Branch of Stony Creek.
• Chad Eggleton assisted with several projects in the winter and spring before landing a summer research internship at Oakland University. Congrats Chad!
Natural Areas Stewardship 2017 Annual Report
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PHRAGMITES TREATMENT SUMMARY
2017
This map summarizes all known Phragmites treatment in Oakland Township in 2017. Rights-of-way along major roads
were treated using Oakland Township general funds approved by the Board of Trustees. Private lands were treated under the Phragmites Outreach Program. Township park property was treated by the Natural Areas Stewardship team.
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THE YEAR IN PHOTOS
2017

Plantwise conducts a burn in a prairie and oak savanna remnant on private property along the Paint Creek
Trail on April 25, 2017.

Danielle and Susanne from Six Rivers Land Conservancy monitor the easement at Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park on September 6, 2017.

Girdling red maple and elms in oak forest at Watershed
Ridge Park to promote oak regeneration, Sept 29, 2017.

Chad and Alex monitoring vernal pools at Bear Creek
Nature Park on April 5, 2017.

Keith Berven from Oakland University leads his Conservation Biology class in a census of tree species near
vernal pools at Bear Creek Nature Park. Sept 26, 2017.

Alex and Ben pull garlic mustard hidden high on a
tipped-up root ball at Blue Heron Environmental Area on
May 26, 2017. Photo by Billy Gibala.
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Moss at Bear Creek Nature Park showing off its fresh
sporophytes. April 8, 2017.

Pink Spring Cress (Cardamine douglassii) on a
sedge tussock at Blue Heron Environmental Area. April
26, 2017.

Sawflies on Queen Ann’s Lace (Daucus carota) at
Charles Ilsley Park in the prairie restoration area planted
in November 2015. July 28, 2017.

Ring-neck Ducks on Cranberry Lake, October 25, 2017.
Photo by Cam Mannino.

Swamp Rose (Rosa palustris) in the wetland along the
McClure Drain, running out of Twin Lake. July 7, 2017.

Wild Lupine (Lupinus perennis) at Nicholson Prairie
along the Paint Creek Trail. May 24, 2017.
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PART II:
PARK STEWARDSHIP
SUMMARIES
2017

Part II contains summaries for each township park and township-managed property. Look for
five elements in each summary:
•
•
•
•
•

Stewardship Tasks Completed
Unique Observations
Future Stewardship Recommendations
Photos from 2017
Stewardship Summary Map
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BEAR CREEK NATURE PARK
2017
Stewardship Task Completed

Quick Stats
• Purchased 1977
• 107 acres
• Oak forest with vernal pools in north
half of park, fields
and ponds in south
half of park.
• Conservation easement on northern
third of the park.

1. Native Plant Beds
• Beds at the Snell entrance were weeded by volunteers during the summer, with occasional assistance from the seasonal technicians. We paid special attention to removing poison ivy, shrubs, and other weeds that hung out un-noticed in 2016.
• Supplemented beds with native seed mixes where diversity was low.
• Replenished woodchip path in the native bed near the picnic pavilion.
2. Garlic Mustard. Mapped and pulled garlic mustard throughout the park. Volunteers assisted
with two workdays in May.
3. Swallow-wort. Treated all known patches in the park.
4. Woodies: Cut and treated glossy buckthorn, autumn olive, privet, and Oriental bittersweet
along the old farm lane leading down to the center pond.
5. Phragmites: Treated all known patches of Phragmites, and worked with neighbors to get Phragmites in northeast
corner of Bear Creek Marsh treated.
6. Prescribed Fire: no prescribed fire in Bear Creek Nature Park in 2017.
7. Seed collecting: native seeds were collected primarily from the native plantings near the parking lot.

Special Observations
•
•
•

109 bird species observed in park since 2014 as of December 2017 (+3 from 2016).
Observed a Blanding’s turtle in the park.
Continued monitoring four vernal pools with Michigan Vernal Pool Partnership protocol. Conducted temperature, photoperiod, and decomposition assay data in vernal pools in collaboration with Dr. Scott Tiegs at
Oakland University. Oakland University Conservation Biology class lead by Dr. Keith Berven conducted tree
census around selected pools.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•

Garlic mustard in heavily infested southern areas with few natives should be foliar sprayed in early spring or
hand-pulled with large volunteer groups. The remainder of the park should be hand-pulled.
Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout the park. Continue 2017 work along center lane.
Invasive woody plants in the northern oak forest need intensive control, particularly around Bear Marsh.
Invasive woody plants in the old fields should be controlled annually. Planned for winter 2018 or 2019.
High deer densities are degrading the northern forest. Deer control is needed. Consider exclosures to assess the impact of deer browse and preserve sensitive plant species.
Continue to use prescribed fire to discourage fire-sensitive tree species and promote oak regeneration in
the northern forest. Begin thinning fire sensitive tree species to promote understory development.

Cold winter sun over Bear Creek Marsh. February 1, 2017.
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Crayfish with eggs on the path at Bear Creek Nature Park. March 1,
2017.
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BLUE HERON ENVIRONMENTAL AREA
2017
Quick Stats
• 139 acres
• Contains a mix of
1. Garlic Mustard
farm fields, upland
• Mapped and pulled garlic mustard through the park. Worst areas continue to be the
hardwood forest,
southern border and central patch by the former rookery site, although densities were
swamp, and shrublower than previous years.
by wetlands.
• Collaborated with Six Rivers Land Conservancy for a garlic mustard workday with
• Designated for protection of special
FCA volunteers in May.
high quality natural
2. Phragmites: patches along the road and in northern wet forest were treated again.
features.
3. Japanese Knotweed: patches by circle drive and in woods immediately to the west treated in
• Conservation easeOctober.
ment on entire park
except a few acres
Future Stewardship Tasks
in southeast corner.
• Continue to survey and pull garlic mustard.
• Continue to monitor and aggressively treat Phragmites and Japanese knotweed.
• Invasive woody plants should be surveyed and treated annually. The patches with mature woodies should
be targeted: the southern border, around edges of wetland, and around edges of fields.
• Native plant restoration in old field areas on the east side of the forest, including Management Unit 5 in old
field around the pond near Deer Pointe subdivision entrance (SE corner of park). Plan to bring in forestry
mower to clear invasive species thickets in old field areas (west of circle drive, field north of subdivision entrance). Follow with prescribed fire and interseeding native species.
• Monitor boundaries for dumping, hunting blinds, and encroachment.
• Consider monitoring potential vernal pools to collect baseline information and confirm vernal pool status.
• High deer densities are degrading the forest. Deer control is needed. Finish deer exclosure installation and
use to assess the impact of deer browse and preserve sensitive plant species.

Stewardship Task Completed

Wildlife Observations
•

56 bird species observed in the park since 2014 (no new species in 2017).

Wild geranium (Geranium maculatum) in forested area at BHEA, May
22, 2017.
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Photo monitoring point (BHEA04) at Blue Heron Environmental
Area on September 19, 2017.
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CHARLES ILSLEY PARK
2017
Quick Stats
• 83 acres donated in
1. Garlic Mustard
1990, 37 acres donat• Mapped and pulled garlic mustard throughout the park. Not all garlic mustard was
ed in 2005.
pulled near entrance and in hedgerows, but forested areas covered well.
• Farm fields in central
2. Swallow-wort:
area are being con• Found new patch of swallow-wort on hillside in center field, about 20 square feet,
verted to native praipatchy density. Treated while preparing for native prairie planting.
rie plantings.
3. Prairie Restoration
• Upland and lowland
• Completed two maintenance mows (June and August) on east field (planted fall
hardwood forests
2015), west field (planted fall 2016) and north field (planted fall 2015).
cover the rest of the
• Completed most of site preparation for15 acre center field. Sprayed with herbicide 2
park.
times (June, August), removed invasive shrubs. Planting delayed to spring 2018

Stewardship Tasks Completed

due to seed availability. Will be planted with dry, mesic, and wet prairie mixes according to topography and hydrology. Funded with cost share from USFWS Partners for Fish and Wildlife
grant.
• USFWS funded thinning hedgerow between central and west fields to increase connections between grassland habitat.
4. Phragmites: patches in the northeast corner of central field and in northwest forested area were treated again.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continue to survey and pull garlic mustard, treat Phragmites, and treat swallow-wort. Work with neighbor to
implement swallow-wort control efforts on adjacent land.
Use forestry mower to begin control of dense invasive shrub stands in west panhandle, and create trail corridor for connection to Wynstone subdivision.
Use prescribed fire to maintain oak woodlands and prairie restoration areas.
Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout the park.
Invasive woody plants in northeast forest should be controlled annually.
Continue to open up hedgerows between fields to connect habitat for grassland-dependent species.
Potential site for installation of deer exclosures to monitor the effects of deer browse.
Conduct botanical survey on the parcel added in 2005.
Continue to remove old fencing.

Wildlife Observations
•

90 species observed in the park since 2014 (+8 from 2016).

Dunlin seen by birding group in a wet pocket in the prairie restoration fields at Charles Ilsley Park on October 18, 2017.

Natural Areas Stewardship 2017 Annual Report

Zach, Ben and Alex creating the new trail connection through a
hedgerow at Charles Ilsley Park, August 11, 2017.
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CRANBERRY LAKE PARK
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed

Quick Stats
• 213 acres
• Contains a mix of
fields, upland hardwood forest,
swamp, bog, and
shrubby wetlands.
• Conservation easement on wetland
area around Cranberry Lake.

1. Plant Beds
• Juniper bed in the historic district was weeded and mulched prior to concert.
2. Garlic Mustard
• Mapped and pulled garlic mustard through the park. Six Rivers Land Conservancy
and FCA volunteers helped clear heavy patches of garlic mustard in historic district.
3. Phragmites
• Phragmites by the north entrance was treated again (first treated 2014). Very few
resprouts.
• Documented and treated two new small patches of Phragmites along the east and
northeast corner of Cranberry Lake.
4. Japanese Knotweed
• Japanese knotweed by the north entrance treated (first treated 2015). Very few resprouts.
5. Oriental bittersweet
• Pulled seedlings in north area while pulling garlic mustard.
6. Prescribed Fire: Plantwise completed a prescribed burn on 44.2 acres in the central area of the park on April 17.
7. Apple orchard restoration: worked with the Historic District folks to install a native seed mix in the newly restored orchard area. Provided technical expertise for seed mix design, site preparation, and site maintenance. Provided labor for
seed mix installation.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continue to survey and treat garlic mustard, Phragmites, and Japanese knotweed.
Remove invasive woody vegetation in old fields. A
combination of prescribed fire, manual control, and
brush forestry mower equipment should be used.
Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout
the park, starting in highest quality areas.
Invasive woody plants in north forest should be controlled annually.
Continue to use prescribed fire to manage natural
areas.
Conduct floristic survey on the 22 acre parcel on the
west side added in 2003.

Wildlife Observations
•
•

Third year of Earth Day Woodcock Watch. Got great
looks at males doing their aerial display.
Prescribed burn at Cranberry Lake Park, April 17, 2017.
125 bird species have been documented in the
park to date using eBird (+1 from 2016).

In partnership with the Historic District Commission, we spread native grass and wildflower seed by hand broadcasting in the newly renovated orchard
in the Historic District at Cranberry Lake Park. May 9, 2017.
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DRAPER TWIN LAKE PARK
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed
1. Garlic mustard
• Garlic mustard was not controlled in 2017.
2. Swallow-wort: Treated known patches again.
3. Crown vetch: treated patches along eastern path by garage, near west edge of prairie restoration, and western path by parking lot treated.
4. Prairie Restoration
• Completed two maintenance mows (June and August) to control annual weeds.
5. Woody Vegetation Control
• Treated invasive shrub resprouts in buffer next to eastern path.
6. Phragmites: Found additional patch across the lake from the dock but not able to treat.
7. Botanical Inventory: Conducted one field visit in July to start botanical inventory.
8. Bird Nest Boxes
• Tom Korb built nest boxes for bluebirds and kestrels. Posts were installed, with final
installation of boxes in spring 2018.

Quick Stats
• 90 acres
• Contains a mix of
lakes, streams,
fields, upland hardwood forest, wet
meadow, a boggy
kettle wetland, and
shrubby wetlands.
• 20 acre field in
northwest corner
planted to native
prairie species in
fall 2015.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Survey and control invasive woody plants in central and eastern marsh areas.
Conduct maintenance mowing of prairie restoration areas in 2017. Control noxious weed species (spotted
knapweed, crown vetch, etc.). Plan for prescribed fire to maintain prairie restoration areas.
Given low quality of plant communities, garlic mustard at DTLP should be sprayed in early spring if controlled at all.
Use prescribed fire to maintain the prairie restoration and control invasive shrubs.
Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout the park (prioritize east side).
Invasive woody plants in the old fields should be controlled and fields interseeded with native plant species.
Use equipment to shred large autumn olive stands (prioritize east side).
Finish botanical survey of the entire park.

Wildlife Observations
•
•
•

Dickcissels were observed in the prairie area in early June. Dickcissels irrupted and were somewhat common in SE Michigan in 2017.
Observed Blanding’s turtles near the park.
99 bird species documented to date in eBird (+12 since 2016).

Installing posts for new bluebird nest boxes in the prairie restoration
area at Draper Twin Lake Park, November 13, 2017.
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New looped trail through the prairie restoration at Draper Twin
Lake Park.
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GALLAGHER CREEK PARK
2017
Quick Stats
• 15 acres donated in
1. Prairie restoration
2000.
• Completed two maintenance mows in area seeded in 2017.
• Natural areas include
• Continued site preparation of eastern restoration area. Two herbicide applications in
Gallagher Creek, wet
June and September in low quality upland areas. Spot treated invasive plants in
meadow, emergent
higher quality wet meadow areas. Planting delayed to spring 2018 due to seed
marsh, old fields.
availability. Planted some seed into higher quality interseeding areas.
• Upland old fields in
• Volunteers from Eagle Creek Academy helped plant New Jersey Tea shrubs and
process of being
oak trees in the prairie restoration area on June 1.
seeded with native
2. Phragmites: Surveyed and treated Phragmites patches throughout the park.
prairie plant species
3. Cutleaf Teasel and Wild Parsnip: Hand dug teasel and wild parsnip along roadside in July.
through USFWS PartSprayed teasel rosettes in October.
ners grant.
4. Crown vetch: Treated crown vetch throughout upland areas in June and September
5. Garlic mustard: Surveyed and pulled garlic mustard.
6. Prescribed Fire: No prescribed fire in 2017.
7. Cut stand of black alder (Alnus glutinosa) on west border and treated stumps. Foliar sprayed seedling black alder
found in other areas. Marked locations of any other large black alders found.

Stewardship Tasks Completed

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continue control of black alder throughout the park. A known invasive small tree.
Control callery pear throughout the park.
Control emerging biennial invasive plants: wild parsnip and cutleaf teasel mostly along Silver Bell Rd.
Continue to survey park for garlic mustard and pull any found. Has been observed on edge of golf course.
Continue to survey and treat Phragmites patches annually, working with adjacent landowners.
Begin control of reed canary grass in the wetland areas. Replant treated areas with native plants.
Continue to use prescribed fire to remove old Phragmites stems and stimulate native plant species.
Continue site preparation and seeding of upland areas to native vegetation.
In wetland areas identified by Plantwise as showing fen characteristics, seed in more fen species.

Significant Observations
•
•

Continued to see a good response of native prairie plants to prescribed fire and invasive shrub clearing.
74 bird species observed in the park since 2014 (+4 since 2016). A lone American Pipit was observed by
Cam Maninno on May 13, and Josh Auyer watched a kettle of 30 Broad-winged Hawks circle in the sky
above the park on September 11.

Removing large woody debris to prepare the eastern area for planting
native prairie seed. November 8, 2017.
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Giant sunflower (Helianthus gigantea) and Joe-pye (Eutrochium maculatum) bring color to the wet meadow at GCP on September 6, 2017.
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LOST LAKE NATURE PARK
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed
1. Garlic Mustard
• Mapped and pulled garlic mustard throughout the park.
2. Swallow-wort
• Monitored areas that previously had swallow-wort patches. Did not find new plants.
4. Crown vetch
• Treated crown vetch along Turtle Creek Lane, on sled hill, and small patch in forest.
5. Invasive woody plants
• Hand pulled buckthorn seedlings in margin of southwest wetland area.
6. Phragmites
• Phragmites around Lost Lake was foliar sprayed or hand-swiped.
• Treated new patch on north end of Lost Lake and new patch on Tamarack Lake.
7. Prescribed Fire
• Planned burn for north side of Lost Lake, but not able to complete due to weather.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continue to survey and treat garlic mustard.
Continue to treat crown vetch along Turtle Creek Lane and on sled hill.
Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout the park, beginning around Lost Lake.
Continue to treat glossy buckthorn around Lost Lake.
Continue using prescribed fire to maintain oak barrens (thin understory, promote oak regeneration).
Invasive woody plants in the oak barrens should be controlled annually.
Monitor native plantings and treat invasive species as needed.
Reduce aquatic plant abundance around dock to improve boating and fishing access, while not impairing
lake ecology or introducing invasive plants.
High deer densities are degrading the forest. Deer control is needed. Exclosures should be used to assess
the impact of deer browse and preserve sensitive plant species.

Wildlife Observations
•

Observed black swallow-tail butterfly feeding on thistle.

Round-lobed hepatica (Hepatica americana) on April 17, 2017.

Indian pipe (Monotropa uniflora) at Lost
Lake Nature Park on July 10, 2017.
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Buckthorn seedlings pulled in the oak
savanna. August 22, 2017.
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MARSH VIEW PARK
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed
1. Native Plantings
• Maintained parking lots native plant beds: spread woodchips, removed dead thatch in spring, weeded
monthly.
• Cut and treated stumps of invasive shrubs in plantings around athletic fields.
2. Phragmites: Treated Phragmites around the athletic fields and on the north side of the park.
3. Parking Lot and Archery Range Expansion
• Provided additional native seed mix to stabilize berm behind archery range expansion.
4. Seed Harvesting
• Harvested seed from native plantings around athletic fields. Used to seed new areas around west parking
lot and archery range expansion.
5. Prescribed Fire
• Completed burn on April 19, 2017 on 66 acres, including entire park north of developed area. Spotty burn.
• Completed 1.9 acre prescribed burn with volunteer crew around fields A, B, C, and D on November 29,
2017. Objective was to stimulate native plants and reduce abundance of invasive woody plants and nonnative cool season grasses.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Due to low quality of upland plant communities at Marsh View Park, garlic mustard should be foliar sprayed
in early spring if treated at all.
Continue to control Phragmites aggressively.
Monitor native plantings for invasive species and treat as needed.
Install new species in the native plant beds (aromatic sumac, butterfly milkweed, etc.).
Invasive woody plants in the old fields should be controlled. Due to low fuel loads, prescribed fire will probably not kill mature shrubs and manual control will be needed.
Develop a trail around the marsh. If not for public access, then at least for stewardship access.
Conduct a floristic survey on the parcel on the southwest corner added most recently.

Volunteer crew completes a prescribed burn in the native planning
between Field B and the east parking lot, November 29, 2017.
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Josh and Alex treat Phragmites on the north end of Marsh View Park.
September 20, 2017.
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MILL CREEK CROSSING
2017
Future Stewardship Tasks
No stewardship work has been completed at Mill Creek Crossing. In 2017 we began a botanical inventory of the parcel,
with visits in June and September. This information should be used to create a management plan for the parcel.
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MILL RACE TRAIL
2017
No stewardship work was completed in the Mill Race Trail parcel in 2017. A botanical inventory should be completed to document current conditions.
Future Stewardship Tasks
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Site is degraded and isolated from other natural areas, so stewardship
work is low priority. Should be managed to protect Paint Creek, wetlands, and any sensitive species discovered. Other stewardship tasks
listed below will be accomplished if time allows.
Conduct floristic inventory.
Garlic mustard should be surveyed and pulled annually if time allows.
Begin systematically cutting, treating stumps, and hauling away invasive
shrubs.
Walter and Chris stand next to the big pile of buckPlant wet prairie/wet meadow/savanna mix of native species after shrub thorn they cut along the Mill Race Trail in 2015.
removal.
Remove black locust trees, replace with burr oak or other native tree
Protect sensitive native plant species (wild ginger, others?).
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O’CONNOR NATURE PARK
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed
1. Garlic Mustard
• Mapped and pulled garlic mustard through the park.
• Pulled celandine (Chelidonium majus) and oriental bittersweet when scanning for garlic mustard.
2. Phragmites
• Phragmites throughout the park foliar sprayed (dense patches) or cut-stem treated (if mixed with natives).
Patches continue to shrink with time and controlled with four hours of work in 2017.
3. Encroachment: Documented encroachment in northeast corner and assisted with sending letter to property owner.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continue to survey and treat garlic mustard. The dense patch in the northeast corner should be foliar
sprayed in early spring.
Continue to pull lesser celandine.
Continue to treat Phragmites.
Control Vinca minor in the southwest corner.
Control invasive woody plants throughout the park annually.
Concentrate stewardship on the hillside along Rochester Road to remove callery pear and other invasives.
Plant native species on hillside gradually.
Use prescribed fire occasionally to promote native plant recruitment in wetland and forest.
High deer densities are degrading the forest. Deer control is needed. Exclosures should be used to assess
the impact of deer browse and preserve sensitive plant species.
Work with neighbors to prevent dumping.

Veined hawkweed (Hieracium venosum) rosette, April 27, 2017 at
OCNP.
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Dumping yard waste and gravel at OCNP, September
22, 2017.
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PAINT CREEK HERITAGE AREA—FEN
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed
1. Garlic Mustard
• Garlic mustard has not been identified at this park.
2. Phragmites
• Monitored Phragmites on park property. More resprouts in 2017 than 2016.
• Follow-up treatment—Phragmites in the fen was foliar sprayed where dense or cut stem treatment where
sparse.
• Park neighbor to south and across the trail had Phragmites on property treated through the Phragmites Outreach Program. Second year of treatment for the neighbor to the south.
3. Invasive Cattail
• Monitored success of previous treatment, but did not treat additional cattails.
• Fen vegetation returning in areas where cattails were treated, but follow-up treatment will be necessary.
4. Prescribed Fire
• No fire in 2017, but fire planned for 2018.
5. Invasive Shrubs
• Began treating invasive shrubs on the west side of the parcel.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•

Control woody plants encroaching on the fen area.
Continue Phragmites and purple loosestrife control. May need to collect beetles to control purple loosestrife.
Continue to control cattails with hand-wipe or spray where they are very dense. Start in areas with highest
native plant abundance and move to areas more heavily infested with invasive cattails.
• Work with neighbor on south and east boundary to manage adjacent fen and upland oak savanna
• Work with neighbor to end mowing along fence border.
I only got one picture of the fen from 2017, so the picture on the right is from 2016.

Least degraded area of the fen, looking northwest, on June 5, 2017.
Notice that many of the cattails around the margin of the core area are
dead after limited control efforts in previous years.
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Grass-of-Parnassus (Parnassia glauca) immediately north of the fen
parcel in the trail right-of-way on September 14, 2016. Note golden
alexanders, but also abundant glossy buckthorn seedlings.
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PAINT CREEK HERITAGE AREA
WET PRAIRIE
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed
1. Seed Collection
• Collected seed of various prairie and wetland plants with volunteer assistance.
2. Garlic Mustard
• Mapped and pulled garlic mustard throughout the park.
3. Invasive woody plants
• Continued work controlling glossy buckthorn on north side of wet prairie along the Paint Creek Trail
• Performed follow-up treatment of invasive woody plants on the south side of the wet prairie, including cutting and treating stumps of remaining large individuals.
4. Spotted knapweed and sweet clover in the open wet prairie area was hand-pulled throughout the summer.
5. Discovered, documented and treated a new location for swallow-wort on the north-east side of the core prairie area.
6. Completed a prescribed burn on the south panhandle on March 23, 2017 to control invasive shrub seedlings and
stimulate native plants.
7. Continued thinning cottonwoods just south of the core prairie area.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continue to survey garlic mustard and hand pull throughout
the park.
Continue to control spotted knapweed and sweet clover.
Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout the park.
Thin tree canopy by drill and fill or removal of small to middiameter cottonwoods, black locust, etc., working outward
from core prairie.
Continue invasive woody plant control, focusing on the perimeter of the wet prairie area and areas with pockets of
high quality native vegetation.
Collect seed of rare species annually and broadcast in adjacent areas after invasive shrub control.
Install interpretive signage to explain unique plants found in Fringed gentian (Gentianopsis crinita ) on September 19,
2017.
the area.

Volunteer burn crew after a successful burn on March 23, 2017.
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A profusion of false sunflower and bee balm on the south side of the core
prairie on July 20, 2017.
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PAINT CREEK JUNCTION
2017
Formerly known as Marsh View Connector
Stewardship Tasks Completed
No stewardship work has been done in this park. Began conducting a botanical inventory of the site in 2017.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•

Complete botanical inventory, habitat mapping, and invasive species inventory.

•

Use inventory and habitat map to develop a management plan.

•

Recommend areas that would be appropriate for any future development

Native wild rose species, possibly Rosa blanda, near Orion Road on
June 19, 2017.

Large diameter oak trees are found on the old fence row on the west side
of the parcel. Typical woodland sedges and wildflowers were found in this
area. June 19, 2017.
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A small patch of remnant prairie species included these stiff goldenrod (Oligoneuron rigidum) rosettes on June 19, 2017.
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PAINT CREEK TRAIL—ART PROJECT
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed
1. Garlic Mustard
• No garlic mustard has been identified at the Art Project.
2. Invasive Woody Plants
• Area monitored for invasive shrubs. May need follow-up work in 2018.
3. Prescribed Fire
• The Art Project area was burned on March 23, 2017. Trailway property burned fairly completely, very spotty
burn on neighbor’s property.
• Observed good responses of native prairie plants to the fire, with abundant flowering of warm-season grasses, star grass, yellow lady’s slipper, tall sunflower, and golden alexanders.
4. Seed Collection
• Collected seed from abundant Desmodium canadense

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continue to control invasive woody plants annually.
Interseed area with native plant species to increase diversity and fuel loading.
Use prescribed fire annually or biennially.
Expand invasive woody plant control to the north along the trail and across the trail adjacent to the creek.
Install interpretive signage to explain the unique plants found in the area.
Install markers to prevent mowing the prairie area. Check with Paint Creek Trail staff to determine plans for
future parking expansion.
Conduct floristic survey.
Continue to work with adjacent private property owners to provide a buffer to the prairie remnant.
Treat reed canary grasses to keep from expanding.

Plants observed after the spring burn at the Art Project on May 22, 2017. From left to right, yellow lady-slipper (Cypripedium parviflorum var. makasin),
star grass (Hypoxis hirsuta), and a sedge (Carex pellita).
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PAINT CREEK TRAIL
KAMIN/STOLL EASEMENT
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed
1. Garlic Mustard
• Garlic mustard was not controlled in this area in 2017.
2. Swallow-wort
• Swallow-wort along the north side near the trail right-of-way was
treated on June 28, 2017.
3. Phragmites
• No Phragmites stems observed in area previously treated.
4. Invasive shrubs
• Cut and treated invasive shrubs in open prairie area on north end
on July 19, 2017.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•

•

Continue control garlic mustard, swallow-wort, and Phragmites.
Control invasive woody plants annually.
Continue prescribed burning annually, varying season of burn
and time between burns. As invasive shrubs are controlled reduce return interval to 3-4 years.
Conduct botanical inventory of the site.
Monarch caterpillar defoliates butterfly milkweed at
the Kamin Easement, June 28, 2017.

Newly hatched spiders at the Kamin Easement,
June 29, 2017.

Pile of autumn olive after it was cut and stacked on July 19, 2017.
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PAINT CREEK TRAIL
NICHOLSON PRAIRIE
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed
1. Garlic Mustard
• Garlic mustard was not controlled in this area in 2017.
2. Invasive Woody Plants
• No woody plant control done in 2017.
3. Collected lupine seed. Distributed some to Kamin Easement immediately after collecting.
4. Prescribed Fire
• No prescribed fire in 2017. The wild lupine continued to be abundant, likely a continued response to burns in
2014 and 2016.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•

•

•
•

•

Resume garlic mustard control.
Continue to expand the prairie area by
removing woody plants and seeding
with locally collected native plant species.
Reduce the abundance of native warmseason grasses to increase forb abundance.
Continue privet removal in the floodplain.
Monitor the deer exclosures to see if
they have changed plant species composition.
Conduct botanical inventory of the site.
Wild lupine (Lupinus perennis) at Nicholson Prairie on May 24, 2017. Woody
vegetation in deer exclosure needs to be controlled.

Wild lupine (Lupinus perennis) at Nicholson Prairie on May 24, 2017.
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PAINT CREEK TRAIL
RIGHT-OF-WAY
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed
1. Native Plant Beds : Beds at the Gunn Road crossing were maintained throughout the season.
2. Invasive woody plants: Final year of the WHIP grant: Invasive woody plants were controlled on approximately 10
acres between Adams Road and the Clarkston/Kern crossing. Focus areas included areas with remnant prairie
plants, and a degraded fen adjacent to Paint Creek. Shining ladies’ tresses (Spiranthes lucida) was observed in the
degraded fen area, possibly a county record for this species.
3. Phragmites: In addition to treating all known patches of Phragmites in park properties, Phragmites was controlled at
two location near the Paint Creek Heritage Area—Fen, halfway between Gunn Road and Adams Road near the utility corridor. These treatments were on private property and funded by the property owners through our Phragmites
Outreach Program.
4. Treated crown vetch at Gallagher Road parking lot and Adams Road crossing.
5. Observed big response of hairy beardtongue (Penstemon hirsutus) at Gunn Rd where shrubs were cleared in 2015.
Collected some seed.
6. Prescribed Fire
• April 18, 2017: We implemented a prescribed burn on the high quality oak savanna habitat that had WHIP
work done in 2016. The burn was fairly complete, and many native wildflowers responded vigorously. The
portion of the burn in the Paint Creek Trail right-of-way was funded by the Land Preservation millage, while
the portion on private property was paid for by the landowner.
• April 25, 2017. We implemented a prescribed burn on prairie, oak savanna, and fen habitat just south of the
Nicholson Prairie on the west side of the Paint Creek Trail. Funded as the April 18 burn described above.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•
•
•

Control Phragmites along the trail and work with adjacent landowners to control their patches.
Control woody plants on bridge structures and high quality habitat along the trail.
Locate bluebird next boxes and work with volunteers to monitor during nesting season.
Begin development of management plan for the natural areas along the trail, with botanical inventories of
high quality habitat.
Develop and install interpretive signage in high-quality habitat.

Prescribed burn south of Nicholson Prairie on April 25, 2017. Trail
users have become accustomed to regular burning along the rightof-way each spring.
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Oak savanna habitat on June 5, 2017. Many prairie and savanna
indicator species were observed after the April 18 burn, including
yellow pimpernel (Taenidia integerrima), false foxgloves (Aureolaria
sp.), wild indigo (Baptisia tinctoria), cancer root (Orobanche uniflora), and hoary puccoon (Lithospermum canescens).
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STONY CREEK RAVINE NATURE PARK
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed
1. Garlic Mustard
• Mapped and pulled garlic mustard in the Stony Creek riparian corridor and in the northeast corner of the
park. Did not pull garlic mustard in eastern uplands because of heavy invasive shrub infestation.
2. Swallow-wort
• Previously identified and new patches of swallow-wort were mapped and sprayed. Several new locations
found after shrub clearing in late 2016.
3. Invasive Woody Plants
• Treated invasive shrubs that had re-sprouted after forestry mowing by the Ruffed Grouse Society in 2016
and Owen Tree in 2015. Approximately 23 acres treated. Crew spot sprayed in areas with remnant native
vegetation, and sprayed solid invasive shrub stand with the tractor.
• OTPR crew spot sprayed Oriental bittersweet on the east slope of the ravine down to the floodplain, approximately 8 acres.
• Contractor (Wildtype) treated Oriental bittersweet across nearly 12 acres in the stream corridor, both east
and west sides.
4. Phragmites: Park neighbor to the west had Phragmites treated through the Phragmites Outreach Program.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continue garlic mustard control throughout the park. Use spot spraying in degraded areas.
Oriental bittersweet should be treated aggressively in the riparian corridor. In the eastern uplands bittersweet should be treated aggressively after initial invasive shrub control.
Continue to use contractor with forestry mower to clear dense invasive shrubs.
Invasive woody plants in the old fields should be controlled annually after initial invasive shrub control. Due
to low fuel loads, prescribed fire will probably not kill mature shrubs and manual control will be needed.
Implement prescribed fire throughout the park after oriental bittersweet has been controlled aggressively for
1-2 years.
High deer densities are degrading the forest. Deer control is needed. Exclosures should be used to assess
the impact of deer browse and preserve sensitive plant species.

Great blue lobelia, Lobelia siphilitica, in an open
seep in the southeast corner of Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park. September 6, 2017.

Oriental bittersweet after initial control by contractor. Photo taken on September 6, 2017.
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WATERSHED RIDGE PARK
2017
Stewardship Tasks Completed
1. Garlic Mustard
• Mapped and pulled garlic mustard throughout the park. Heavily infested areas along Buell Rd were not
treated.
2. Phragmites
• Phragmites monitored and treated throughout park.
3. Invasive Woody Plants
• Treated invasive woody plants in area cleared by Ruffed Grouse Society forestry mower in 2016. Spot
sprayed isolated plants, sprayed thick patches with the tractor.
4. Swallow-wort
• Located, documented, and treated swallow-wort on west side of park in newly cleared area.
5. Prairie Restoration
• Prepared plots to plant native species for seed production. Seed in 2018.

Future Stewardship Tasks
•

Garlic mustard in heavily infested southern areas with few natives should be foliar sprayed in early spring.
The remainder of the park should be hand-pulled.
• Continue to use forestry mower for initial clearing of invasive shrub thickets on west side of park. PRC staff
would then handle follow-up and native plant seeding work.
• Sweep northeast forest for invasive woody plants annually.
• Work with park development planning process to place facilities and developments in areas that will not affect sensitive habitat. Assess opportunities for restoring native plant communities as the area is developed.
• High deer densities are degrading the forest. Deer control is needed. Exclosures should be used to assess
the impact of deer browse and preserve sensitive plant species.
• Conduct botanical inventory of the entire park.
• Continue prescribed burning, particularly in the western oak woodlands and fields.
• Seed “pollinator strips” on highly erodible and wet areas of agriculture fields.
Wildlife Observations

After forestry mowing in 2016, many native prairie species were released and flowered in 2017. This butterfly milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa) and black-eyed susan (Rudbeckia hirta) were in peak bloom
when this photo was taken on June 30, 2017.
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After forestry mowing in 2016, the degraded areas were nearly completely buckthorn and autumn olive re-sprouts. These areas were
sprayed using the tractor.
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