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Stewardship Highlights 
 

1. Seasonal Technicians: We had three outstanding technicians in 2014. Matt Peklo returned for 

his third year, Alex Kriehbel returned for his second year, and Jonah Weeks worked her first 

year. 

2. Natural Areas Stewardship Manager: Ryan Colliton left Oakland Township in February and was 

replaced by Ben VanderWeide, who started April 21. 

3. Floristic Surveys: Ben surveyed Gallagher Creek Park, O’Connor Nature Park, and Paint Creek 

Heritage Area – Fen during summer 2014. 

4. US Fish and Wildlife Service Partners for Fish and Wildlife Grant: Prairie restoration at Charles 

Ilsley Park and Draper Twin Lakes Park was jump started by a $15,200 grant from the USFWS. 

The stewardship crew worked hard to clear invasive woody shrubs in 18 acres of old fields at 

Charles Ilsley Park and 20 acres of old field at Draper Twin Lake Park to prepare for planting in 

2015. 

5. USDA Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) grant: work continued on the 2008 WHIP 

grant. We contracted with Plantwise LLC to removed woody invasive shrubs in NRCS fields 4, 5, 

6, 7, 8, 11, and 12 along the Paint Creek Trail 

6. Prescribed Burns: We contracted with Plantwise LLC for prescribed burn work. We completed 

burns in old fields at Bear Creek Nature Park and Charles Ilsley Park on May 19, 2014. We 

completed prescribed burns along the Paint Creek Trail at the Art Project, PCHA – Wet Prairie, 

Kamin Easement, and Nicholson Prairie on November 5, 2014. The remaining burns in the 

contracts (Lost Lake Nature Park, Bear Creek Nature Park forest, and Stony Creek Ravine Nature 

Park) were postponed due to early snow and will hopefully be completed in Spring 2015. 

7. Stewardship Blog: Ben launched a stewardship blog to help inform residents about the cool 

biota in the township and advertise volunteer opportunities. 

8. Volunteer Program: Volunteer workdays were held two times per month from July to 

November. Participation was generally low (ranging from 0 to 7 volunteers per workday), but 

the workdays provided invaluable experience with scheduling, preparing, and leading volunteer 

workdays. 
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Staff & Stewardship Committee 

Natural Areas Stewardship Manager 

Ryan Colliton left Oakland Township in February and was replaced by Ben VanderWeide on April 21. 

Dr. Benjamin VanderWeide joined Oakland Township Parks in April 2014 to lead parks Natural Areas 

Stewardship. Ben earned his Ph.D. in Biology from Kansas State University, focusing on how fire, grazing, 

and drought affect prairie vegetation, and a Bachelor’s of Science from Calvin College, with majors in 

Biology and Spanish, and a minor in biochemistry. Ben brings practical experience doing botanical 

surveys and ecological restoration in the Great Lakes region, invasive species management in Idaho with 

the US Forest Service, and 7 years of prescribed burning in Michigan and Kansas. His science education 

experience includes designing and teaching high school ecology experiments and teaching biology 

courses at Kansas State University. He loves to help people learn about nature in their backyards, and is 

excited to work in Oakland Township Parks to improve their natural areas. Ben and his wife Debbie 

recently moved back to the beautiful state of Michigan (he is originally from Sparta, Michigan), and now 

spend their time exploring the area, hiking on local trails, and enjoying the Great Lakes. 

Seasonal Technicians 

Matthew Peklo graduated from Grand Valley State University in April of 2014 with degrees in Natural 

Resources Management and in Economics. This is Matthew’s third summer working for the parks 

department. As a township resident, he is passionate about maintaining and conserving the township 

parks he frequently uses. In his spare time he enjoys catching salmon, steelhead and other fish from the 

lakes and rivers throughout the parks and state. Matt started on April 28 and finished on September 25. 

Alexander Kriebel returned for his second year. Currently a senior in the Environmental Science 

Bachelor’s Degree Program at Madonna University, Alex plans to continue his studies toward a Master’s 

Degree in Environmental Management. His passion for the great-outdoors has led him to not only seek a 

career in this field, but also engage in various other recreational activities such as mountain biking, 

fishing, and survival tactics. Alex started on May 5 and finished on August 21. 

Jonah Weeks graduated from California State University, Chico in 2013 with a BS in Environmental 

Science with an option in Energy and Earth Resources and a minor in Geology. She moved to Rochester 

Hills last summer and finds these Oakland Township Parks natural areas are one of her favorite parts 

about living in southeast Michigan. When not working in the parks, she enjoys running along the Paint 

Creek and Clinton River trails, and cooking. Jonah started on May 5 and finished on September 27. 

Stewardship Committee 

The Charter Township of Oakland Parks and Recreation Commission directs natural areas stewardship 

work through their Stewardship Committee. 2014 commissioners included Colleen Barkham (chair), 

Alice Tomboulian, and Roger Schmidt. In October, David Mackley took the place of Roger Schmidt on 

the Committee. Maryann Whitman served on the committee as Citizen Advisor. Parks staff included Ben 

VanderWeide, Natural Areas Stewardship Manager, and Mindy Milos-Dale, Parks Director. 
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Volunteers and Outreach 

Volunteer Workdays 

Natural Areas Stewardship hosted a variety of volunteer workdays during summer and fall. Twelve 

individuals volunteered 47.5 hours to natural areas stewardship. 

 Lost Lake Nature Park: June 28, 2014 

 Bear Creek Nature Park: July 12, 2014 

 Paint Creek Heritage Area – Wet Prairie: July 6, 2014 and September 6, 2014 

 Cranberry Lake Park: August 2, 2014 

 Blue Heron Environmental Area: August 23, 2014 

 Pain Creek Trail Prescribed Burning: November 5, 2014 

Community Service 

Two community service volunteers worked 60 hours in 2014. They performed a variety of tasks, 

including pulling garlic mustard and invasive shrub removal. 

Natural Areas Stewardship Blog 

In June we launched the Natural Areas Notebook (oaklandnaturalareas.com), the Oakland Township 

Parks natural areas stewardship blog. The blog contains information about stewardship events, 

volunteer opportunities, prescribed burning, grassland restoration, and regular posts on stewardship 

work or natural history observations. 

 43 blog posts published 

 1830 views from 1044 visitors 

 Most views from the United States, but over 200 views from other countries 

 17 comments 

 13 email followers 

 9 followers on Wordpress.com 

Volunteers at the July 12, 2014 

workday at Bear Creek Nature 

Park. They weeded the native 

plant beds and helped trim brush 

growing over the trails. 
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Bear Creek Nature Park 
 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Native Plant Beds 

 Beds at the Snell entrance were weeded three times during the summer 

2. Garlic Mustard 

 Mapped and pulled garlic mustard through the park. Heavily infested area in southeast 

corner of park not completed. 

3. Swallow-wort 

 Was found in the old fields in summer 2014. The patch was small and sprayed twice. 

4. Woodies 

 Privet by the playground boardwalk cut and stumps treated. Alex K. stung by wasp 

before work was completed, so will need some additional work to complete treatment 

of this area. Seedlings were foliar sprayed. 

 Glossy buckthorn by the southern observation dock in Bear Marsh was cut and stumps 

treated by the SE Michigan Student Conservation Crew (through SRRLC). 

 Trees and shrubs along all trails were trimmed in a joint effort by maintenance and 

stewardship 

5. Phragmites 

 Phragmites by the township hall entrance was sprayed 

6. Prescribed Fire 

 The northwest field was burned on May 19, 2014. The vegetation was slow to green up 

due to the cold spring. The burn was patchy, but fairly complete. 

7. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Garlic mustard in heavily infested southern areas with few natives should be foliar sprayed in 

early spring. The remainder of the park should be hand-pulled. 

2. Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout the park. 

3. Invasive woody plants in the northern oak forest need intensive control, particularly around 

Bear Marsh. 

4. Invasive woody plants in the old fields should be controlled annually. Due to low fuel loads, 

prescribed fire will probably not kill mature shrubs and manual control will be needed 

5. High deer densities are degrading the northern forest. Deer control is needed. Exclosures 

should be used to assess the impact of deer browse and preserve sensitive plant species. 

6. Old fields should be interseeded with native species. 

7. Continue to use prescribed fire to discourage fire-sensitive tree species and promote oak 

regeneration in the northern forest. 



Bear Creek Nature Park
2014 Stewardship Summary
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Stewardship Summary
- Prescribed fire in NW field 5/19/14
- Trimmed brush along trails
- Scanned park for garlic mustard
- Treated Phragmites
- Treated pale swallow-wort
- Controlled woody vegetation by 
  south dock and playground boardwalk
- Spread native seed at playground boardwalk

Playground Boardwalk Seed List
Lysimachia quadrifolia, Lonicera dioica, 
Lobelia inflata, Asclepias tuberosa, 
Aquilegia canadensis, Clematis virginiana,
Liatris cylindracea, Heliopsis helianthoides, 
Zizia aurea, Eutrochium maculatum, 
Monarda fistulosa, Helianthus divaricatus,
Schizachyrium scoparium, Carex stricta, 
Ratibida pinnata, Dry Mix - Battaglia 
(Schizachyrium scoparium, Achillea millefolium,
Andropogon gerardii, Apocynum cannibanum, 
Sorghastrum nutans), Dry Mix - Golden 
Preserve (Solidago speciosa, Anemone virginiana,
Lespedeza capitata, Asclepias tuberosa)

Skating Pond Seed List
Celastrus scandens
Veronicastrum virginicum
Asclepias syriaca
Ratibida pinnata
Schizachyrium scoparium
Clematis virginiana
Helianthus divaricatus
Eutrochium maculatum
Asclepias tuberosa
Carex stricta
Chaff (various species,
including A. tuberosa,
Rudbeckia hirta,
Helianthus divaricatus)

bvanderweide
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Blue Heron Environmental Area 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 Mapped and pulled garlic mustard through the park. The worst areas are the southern 

border and the central patch. 

2. Invasive Woody Plants 

 Glossy buckthorn and multiflora rose were controlled in some of the central forest 

3. Phragmites 

 All known patches of Phragmites were sprayed 

4. One deer blind removed 

5. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Continue to survey and pull garlic mustard 

2. Continue to survey and aggressively treat Phragmites 

3. Invasive woody plants should be surveyed and treated annually. The patches with mature 

woodies should be targeted: the southern border, around edges of wetland, and around edges 

of fields. 

4. Native plant restoration in MU 5 in old field around the pond (SE corner of park). 

5. Encroachment on the southern border will need to be addressed. May need to get creative with 

solutions, such as planting a row of trees along the border. 

6. High deer densities are degrading the forest. Deer control is needed. Exclosures should be used 

to assess the impact of deer browse and preserve sensitive plant species. 
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Environmental Area
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Stewardship Summary
- Surveyed and pulled garlic mustard in entire park
- Treated Phragmites along Rochester Rd
- Controlled some invasive woodies
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Charles Ilsley Park 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 Mapped and pulled garlic mustard through the park. Not all garlic mustard was pulled 

near entrance and in hedgerows. 

2. Swallow-wort 

 Was found in the old fields in summer 2014. The patches were small and sprayed twice. 

The neighbor to the west of the panhandle has an extensive swallow-wort infestation. 

The stewardship manager communicated with the landowner to make him aware of the 

problem. 

3. Prairie Restoration 

 The 13 acre east field and 5 acre north field were burned on May 19, cleared of all 

woody plants, and brush hogged to prepare for prairie planting. 

 Some brush piles were burned and a small area was broadcast sprayed as a test 

 Will probably control existing vegetation throughout summer 2015, with planting in fall 

2015 

4. Trash removal 

 Began removing old fencing separating fields to prevent damage to equipment when 

controlling invasives in the hedgerows 

5. Phragmites 

 Phragmites in the northeast corner of the central field was treated 

 Phragmites in the forest in the northeast corner of the park was treated 

6. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Continue to survey and pull garlic mustard 

2. Continue to treat Phragmites 

3. Continue to treat swallow-wort. Work with neighbor to implement control efforts on adjacent 

land. 

4. Continue to remove old fencing 

5. Continue to remove woody vegetation in old fields to prepare for future prairie planting. 

Prescribed fire and manual control. 

6. Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout the park. 

7. Invasive woody plants northeast forest should be controlled annually. Prescribed fire would be 

beneficial in this area. 

8. Potential site for installation of deer exclosures to monitor the effects of deer browse. 

9. Conduct botanical survey on the parcel added in 2005.  



Charles Ilsley Park
2014 Stewardship Summary
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Stewardship Summary
- Surveyed and pulled garlic mustard in entire park
- Treated Phragmites in entire park
- Treated swallow-wort in entire park
- Prairie restoration prep: remove woody vegetation, brush mow
- Photo monitoring
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Cranberry Lake Park 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Plant Beds 

 Juniper bed in the historic district were weeded and mulched prior to concert 

2. Garlic Mustard 

 Mapped and pulled garlic mustard through the park. Heavily infested area in southern 

area of park not completed. 

 Seedlings in area on northern border spot burned 

3. Trees and Shrubs 

 Invasive woody plants along the first 100 feet of hedgerow lane were controlled 

 Trees and shrubs along all trails were trimmed during a stewardship workday 

4. Phragmites 

 Phragmites by the north entrance was sprayed 

5. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

6. Encroachment 

 Southwest boundary was surveyed, marked, and monitored because of extensive 

encroachment 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Continue to survey and pull garlic mustard 

2. Continue to survey and treat Phragmites 

3. Remove invasive woody vegetation in old fields. Prescribed fire, manual control, and brush 

shredding equipment can be used. 

4. Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout the park. 

5. Invasive woody plants north forest should be controlled annually.  

6. Prescribed fire should be used in old fields 

7. Conduct floristic survey on the 22 acre parcel on the west side added in 2003. 
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2014 Stewardship Summary
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Garlic mustard
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0 510 1,020 1,530 2,040255 Feet
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Stewardship Summary
- Surveyed and pulled garlic mustard in entire park
- Treated Phragmites in entire park
- Weed and mulch juniper bed
- Woody control along farm lane
- Photo monitoring
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Draper Twin Lake Park 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 Garlic mustard was not controlled at DTLP in 2014 

2. Swallow-wort 

 Found at locations documented from previous years. Pods picked and sprayed twice. 

3. Prairie Restoration 

 The 20 acre north field was cleared of all woody plants and brush hogged to prepare for 

prairie planting. 

 Some brush piles were burned 

 Will control existing vegetation throughout summer 2015, with planting in fall 2015 

4. Woodies 

 Autumn olive along the eastern trail was cut and stumps treated 

5. Phragmites 

 Phragmites by dock was sprayed 

6. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were established in 2014 (no existed previously) 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Given low quality of plant communities, garlic mustard at DTLP should be sprayed in early spring 

2. Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout the park. 

3. Tree-of-heaven around the parking lot should be controlled. 

4. Invasive woody plants in the old fields should be controlled and fields seeded with native plant 

species 

5. Survey and control invasive woody plants in central marsh area. 

6. Hire contractor to control invasive woody shrubs within 15 feet on either side of trails. 

Eventually use equipment to shred large autumn olive stands. 

7. Conduct botanical survey on the entire park 
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2014 Stewardship Summary
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Stewardship Summary
- Treated Phragmites in entire park
- Prairie restoration prep: remove woodies and mow
- Autumn olive control along east trail
- Swallow-wort control
- Photo monitoring (established points)
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Gallagher Creek Park 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 Garlic mustard has not been observed at Gallagher Creek Park 

2. Woodies 

 Woody plants in old field west of parking lot were cut and stumps treated. 

3. Phragmites 

 Extensive Phragmites patches are found throughout the park. All were surveyed and 

treated 

4. Cutleaf Teasel 

 Population established along road west of parking lot. Foliar sprayed in September. 

5. Floristic Survey – Site was visited twice for a baseline floristic survey. Highlights include the fairly 

intact emergent marsh on the east side, horse gentian in the old field, Culver’s root. 

6. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Continue to survey park for garlic mustard and pull any found. 

2. Continue to survey and treat Phragmites patches annually 

3. Begin control of reed canary grass in the wetland areas. Replant treated areas with native 

plants. 

4. Old fields should be brush hogged occasionally to aid future stewardship work.  

5. Use prescribed fire to remove old Phragmites stems and stimulate native plant species. 

6. Work with adjacent landowners to manage wetlands and control Phragmites. 
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2014 Stewardship Summary
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Stewardship Summary
- Treated Phragmites in entire park
- Removed invasive woodies in part of old field
- Floristic survey of entire park (2 visits)
- Cut-leaf teasel control
- Photo monitoring (established points)
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Lost Lake Nature Park 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Native Plantings 

 Sweet clover was hand-pulled in native plantings at peak flowering 

2. Garlic Mustard 

 Mapped and pulled garlic mustard through the park 

3. Swallow-wort 

 Previously found in the park. Patch was surveyed, but none found 

4. Crown vetch 

 Crown vetch along part of Turtle Creek Lane foliar sprayed 

5. Woodies 

 Seedlings of woodies were pulled throughout the oak barrens areas 

 Glossy buckthorn along Turtle Creek Drive was cut, stumps treated, and brush piles 

mulched. Seedlings and resprouts were foliar sprayed to prepare for seeding with native 

plants. 

 Oriental bittersweet near dock, sledding hill, nature center, and overflow parking were 

foliar sprayed (when monoculture) or cut stump treated (were single stems) 

6. Phragmites 

 Phragmites around Lost Lake was foliar sprayed or hand-swiped 

7. Prescribed Fire 

 Scheduled prescribed fire could not be completed due to wet fall and early snow 

8. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Continue to survey and treat garlic mustard 

2. Continue to treat crown vetch along Turtle Creek Lane 

3. Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout the park. 

4. Continue to treat glossy buckthorn around Lost Lake 

5. Invasive woody plants in the oak barrens should be controlled annually 

6. Replant areas of extensive invasive control work with native plant species (Turtle Creek Lane) 

7. Monitor native plantings and treat invasive species as needed 

8. Concerns raised by Recreation Manager about aquatic vegetation around dock. Install benthic 

mats in strategic areas to improve lake access. 

9. High deer densities are degrading the forest. Deer control is needed. Exclosures should be used 

to assess the impact of deer browse and preserve sensitive plant species. 
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Stewardship Summary
- Hand pulled all garlic mustard
- Treated all Phragmites
- Swallow-wort record from previous year checked 
  (none found)
- Hand pulled glossy buckthorn seedlings in 90% of MU1
- Cut, treated stumps, and chipped glossy buckthorn along
  Turtle Creek Lane
- Hand pulled sweet clover in native plantings
- Treated Oriental bittersweet near sled hill, house,
   and overflow parking. Scattered Oriental bittersweet treated
   in oak barrens areas.
- Scheduled prescribed burn postponed due to weather
- Photo monitored old points, established new points

Turtle Creek Lane Seed List
Lithospermum canescens
Chamaecrista fasciculata
Euphorbia corollata
Asclepias verticillata
Anemone virginiana
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi
Cirsium discolor
Echinocystis lobata
Lupinus perennis
Pseudognaphalium obtusifolium
Asclepias syriaca
Asclepias tuberosa
Liatris cylindracea
Monarda fistulosa
Solidago juncea
Solidago speciosa
Lespedeza capitata
Ratibida pinnata
Rudbeckia hirta
Schizachyrium scoparium
Helianthus divaricatus
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Marsh View Park 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Native Plantings 

 Beds in the parking lot weeded 3x and mulched. Native plantings around athletic fields 

heavily infested with sweet clover, so mowed in early August (might have been too late 

to prevent seed set). 

2. Garlic Mustard 

 Not controlled in this park in 2014.  

3. Phragmites 

 Phragmites around athletic fields was sprayed. Additional Phragmites patches were 

found on the north end of the park. 

4. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Due to low quality of plant communities at Marsh View Park, garlic mustard should be foliar 

sprayed in early spring. 

2. Continue to control Phragmites aggressively 

3. Monitor native plantings for invasive species and treat as needed 

4. Install new species in the native plant beds (aromatic sumac, butterfly milkweed, etc.) 

5. Invasive woody plants in the old fields should be controlled annually. Due to low fuel loads, 

prescribed fire will probably not kill mature shrubs and manual control will be needed 

6. Develop a trail around the marsh. If not for public access, then at least for stewardship access. 

7. Conduct a floristic survey on the parcel on the southwest corner added most recently 
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Stewardship Summary
- Did not treat garlic mustard
- Treated Phragmites around athletic fields.
   Additional Phragmiites found after first frost,
   will be treated in 2015.
- Contractor mowed native plantings around
  fields in August 2014.
- Weeded and mulched native plant beds
- Provided input to parking lot design development
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Mill Race Trail 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 Some pulled in 2014 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Garlic mustard should be surveyed and pulled annually 

2. Begin systematically cutting, treating stumps, and hauling away invasive shrubs.  

3. Plant wet prairie/savanna mix of native species after shrub removal 

4. Remove black locust trees, replace with burr oak 

5. Protect sensitive native plant species (wild ginger, others?) 

6. Conduct floristic inventory 
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Stewardship Summary
- Hand pulled some garlic mustard
- Surveyed to plan for future work
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22  2014 Natural Areas Stewardship Report 

O’Connor Nature Park 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 Mapped and pulled garlic mustard through the park. Heavily infested area in northeast 

corner of park not completed. 

2. Phragmites 

 Phragmites throughout the park was foliar sprayed (dense patches) or cut-stem treated 

(mixed with natives) 

3. Floristic Survey – Site was visited twice for a baseline floristic survey. Highlights include the 

floating mat in the emergent marsh and remnant oak savanna species (aromatic sumac) in the 

forest. 

4. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Continue to survey and treat garlic mustard. The dense patch in the northeast corner should be 

foliar sprayed in early spring. 

2. Control invasive woody plants throughout the park annually. 

3. Concentrate stewardship on the hillside along Rochester Rd. to remove callery pear, other 

invasives and plant native species on hillside gradually. 

4. Continue to treat Phragmites. 

5. Use prescribed fire to remove dead Phragmites stems and stimulate native species 

6. High deer densities are degrading the forest. Deer control is needed. Exclosures should be used 

to assess the impact of deer browse and preserve sensitive plant species. 

7. Work with neighbors to prevent dumping 
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Stewardship Summary
- Pulled all garlic mustard except NE corner
- Treated all Phragmites
- Completed floristic survey (2 visits)
- Monitored photo points
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24  2014 Natural Areas Stewardship Report 

Paint Creek Heritage Area - Fen 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 Garlic mustard has not been identified at this park 

2. Woodies 

 Privet by the playground boardwalk cut and stumps treated. Alex K. stung by wasp 

before work was completed, so will need some additional work to complete treatment 

of this area. Seedlings were foliar sprayed. 

 Glossy buckthorn by the southern observation dock in Bear Marsh was cut and stumps 

treated by the SE Michigan Student Conservation Crew (through SRRLC). 

 Trees and shrubs along all trails were trimmed in a joint effort by maintenance and 

stewardship 

3. Phragmites 

 Phragmites in the fen was foliar sprayed where dense or cut stem where sparse 

4. Floristic Survey – Site was visited twice for a baseline floristic survey. Highlights include the fen 

species (shrubby cinquefoil, tamarack, star grass). Woody plants, phragmites, purple loosestrife, 

and narrow-leaf cattail encroaching 

5. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Control woody plants encroaching on the fen area. 

2. Continue Phragmites and purple loosestrife control. May need to collect beetles to control 

purple loosestrife. 

3. Control cattails with hand-wipe where they are very dense. 

4. Work with neighbor to end mowing along fence border. 
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Stewardship Summary
- Treated all Phragmites
- Completed floristic survey (2 visits)
- Monitored photo points
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26  2014 Natural Areas Stewardship Report 

Paint Creek Heritage Area 

Wet Prairie 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 Mapped and pulled garlic mustard through the park. 

2. Woodies 

 WHIP work controlled invasive woodies in open wet prairie area, south toward Silver 

Bell, and west through the wet meadow in the conservation easement held by Goodison 

Hills 

 Controlled some glossy buckthorn on north side of wet prairie during the stewardship 

workday 

 Controlled glossy buckthorn on west trail right-of-way north of Silver Bell Rd 

 Thinned tree canopy south of prairie area 

3. Spotted Knapweed 

 Spotted knapweed in the open wet prairie area was hand-pulled throughout the 

summer 

4. Prescribed Fire 

 The open Wet Prairie area was burned on November 5, 2014. The fuels were fairly 

moist, so the burn was patchy. 

5. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Continue to survey garlic mustard and hand pull throughout the park 

2. Continue to control spotted knapweed 

3. Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout the park. 

4. Thin tree canopy by drill and fill of small to mid-diameter cottonwoods, black locust, etc. 

5. Continue invasive woody plant control, focusing on the perimeter of the wet prairie area and 

areas with pockets of high quality native vegetation 

6. Collect seed of rare species annually and broadcast in adjacent areas after invasive shrub control 

7. Move the deer exclosure to areas where deer-sensitive plants have been identified 

8. Install interpretive signage to explain the unique plants found in the area. 
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Stewardship Summary
- Pulled all garlic mustard
- Pulled spotted knapweed in the prairie area
- Controlled crown vetch in prairie area
- Cut and stump treated buckthorn near prairie
  and in west trail ROW near Sliver Bell
- Thinned tree canopy south of prairie area
- Contractor completed invasive woody control
  on south end for WHIP grant work
- Prescribed fire on 11/5/2014 in prairie area
- Monitored photo points

Seed List
Andropogon gerardii, Anemone virginiana,
Aquilegia canadensis, Asclepias tuberosa,
Asclepias verticillata, Bromus ciliatus, Carex stricta,
Ceanothus americanus, Clematis virginiana,
Dasiphora fruticosa, Elymus canadensis,
Eutrochium maculatum, Gentianopsis crinita,
Helianthus divaricatus, Heliopsis helianthoides,
Lespedeza capitata, Liatris cylindracea, Lobelia inflata,
Lupinus perennis, Monarda fistulosa, Rosa palustris,
Rudbeckia hirta, Rudbeckia laciniata, 
Schizachyrium scoparium, Solidago flexicaulis,
Solidago juncea, Sorghastrum nutans, Spartina pectinata,
Tofieldia glutinosa, Vernonia gigantea, Solidago nemoralis,
Solidago ridellii, Pycnanthemum virginianum, Elymus riparius,
Anemone virginiana, Aster spp.
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28  2014 Natural Areas Stewardship Report 

Paint Creek Trail 

Art Project 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 No garlic mustard has been identified at the Art Project 

2. Woodies 

 All invasive woody species cut, stump treated, and removed from the Art Project area in 

October and November 

3. Prescribed Fire 

 The Art Project area was burned on November 5, 2014. Due to the dense growth of 

glossy buckthorn around the perimeter, damp fuels, and accidental dumping of 

woodchips in the wet prairie, only about 1/3 of the area actually burned 

4. Trail entrance re-arrangement 

 The gate at the end of the parking lot was replaced with bollards to prevent entrance by 

park trucks, mowers, etc. The gate location at the end of the parking lot was often 

difficult to access when the lot was full, was blocked by snow in the winter, and 

facilitated disturbance in the Art Project prairie area. One bollard was pulled from the 

trail entrance right at Gunn Rd to allow access. The asphalt pad in the prairie was 

removed, the area raked smooth, and seeded with native plant species. 

5. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Continue to control invasive woody plants annually 

2. Interseed area with native plant species to increase diversity and fuel loading 

3. Use prescribed fire annually or biennially. 

4. Expand invasive woody plant control to the north along the trail and across the trail adjacent to 

the creek. 

5. Install interpretive signage to explain the unique plants found in the area. 

6. Install markers to prevent mowing the prairie area. Check with Paint Creek Trail staff to 

determine plans for future parking expansion. 

7. Conduct floristic survey. 
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Stewardship Summary
- Cut, treated stumps, and hauled away
  invasive woody plants in entire Art Project area
- Prescribed fire on 11/5/2014 in prairie area
- Removed asphalt pad (with maint.)
- Rearranged gate to prevent trampling
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30  2014 Natural Areas Stewardship Report 

Paint Creek Trail 

Kamin/Stoll Easement 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 Garlic mustard was not controlled in this area in 2014 

2. Swallow-wort 

 Two swallow-wort locations were identified by the prescribed burn crew. Will be 

treated in 2015. 

3. Sericea lespedeza 

 Identified near trail ROW. Will be treated in 2015. 

4. Phragmites 

 Patch identified in November 2014. Will be treated in 2015. 

5. Prescribed Fire 

 Easement was burned on November 5, 2014. The open prairie area and part of the oak 

savanna area burned, but not of the floodplain burned. 

6. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Control garlic mustard, swallow-wort, sericea lespedeza, and Phragmites 

2. Remove brush piles from WHIP work. 

3. Control invasive woody plants annually. 

4. Continue prescribed burning annually or biennially 

5. Conduct botanical inventory of the site. 
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Stewardship Summary
- Surveyed for Phragmites (will be treated in 2015)
- Found new swallow-wort patches (will be treated in 2015)
- Prescribed burns on Nov 5, 2014
- Photo monitoring (established points)
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32  2014 Natural Areas Stewardship Report 

Paint Creek Trail  

Nicholson Prairie 

 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 Garlic mustard was not controlled in this area in 2014 

2. Woodies 

 Invasive woody plants in the main prairie area were cut and stems treated 

3. Prescribed Fire 

 The prairie area was burned on November 5, 2014. The prairie area burned fairly well, 

but the floodplain and shaded areas did not burn well. 

4. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Resume garlic mustard control 

2. Continue to expand the prairie area by removing woody plants and seeding with native plant 

species. 

3. Reduce the abundance of native warm-season grasses to increase forb abundance 

4. Continue privet removal in the floodplain 

5. Monitor the deer exclosures to see if they have changed plant species composition 

6. Conduct botanical inventory of the site. 
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Stewardship Summary
- Prescribed burns on Nov 5, 2014
- Photo monitoring (established points)
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34  2014 Natural Areas Stewardship Report 

Paint Creek Trail 

Right-of-Way 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Native Plant Beds 

 Beds at the Gunn Road crossing were weeded three times and mulched 

2. Garlic Mustard 

 Garlic mustard was not controlled along the trail in 2014 

3. Woodies 

 WHIP work continued to control invasive woody plant species along the trail. 

4. Phragmites 

 Phragmites patches were identified and mapped. Control will begin in 2015. 

5. Prescribed Fire 

 Parcels along the Paint Creek Trail were burned on November 5, 2014. Parcel included 

the Art Project, Wet Prairie, Nicholson Prairie, and Kamin/Stoll easement 

6. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points for parks properties along the trail were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Partner with the Trail Commission to host a garlic mustard workday along the trail 

2. Control Phragmites along the trail and work with adjacent landowners to control their patches 

3. Control oriental bittersweet along the trail 

4. Continue WHIP work to control invasive woody plants along the trail. 

5. Remove woody plants on bridge structures along the trail 

6. Assess potential areas to install native plantings along the trail. 

7. Begin development of management plan for the natural areas along the trail. Conduct botanical 

inventory 
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Stewardship Summary
- Contractor cut, treated stumps, and hauled away
  invasive woody plants (WHIP grant work in NRCS
  fields 4, 5, 6, 7, 8)
- Surveyed ROW for Phragmites (will treat in 2015)
- Assisted with design development of streambank
  stabilization across from PCHA-Wet Prairie
- Assisted with Paint Creek log jam survey and
  volunteer workday log jam removal
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36  2014 Natural Areas Stewardship Report 

Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 Mapped and pulled garlic mustard through the park. Heavily infested area in southern 

part of park not completed because heavily degraded 

2. Swallow-wort 

 Previously identified patches of swallow-wort were sprayed twice. Two new patches 

were found and treated 

3. Woodies 

 Oriental bittersweet, autumn olive, and other species that resprouted after 2013 control 

work in northern fields were foliar sprayed 

 Oriental bittersweet in areas along the hiking trail was foliar sprayed 

4. Phragmites 

 No Phragmites has been identified in the park, but patches were observed on adjacent 

land along the western border 

5. Prescribed Fire 

 Prescribed fire scheduled for this site was postponed due to weather 

6. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Continue garlic mustard control throughout the park 

2. Oriental bittersweet should be treated throughout the park. 

3. Contractor should be hired to clear woody plants within 15 feet of trail. Also hire contractor with 

heavy equipment (“hydro ax”) to do initial clearing of thick autumn olive thickets on east side of 

park. PRC staff would then handle follow-up and native plant seeding work. 

4. Invasive woody plants in the old fields should be controlled annually. Due to low fuel loads, 

prescribed fire will probably not kill mature shrubs and manual control will be needed 

5. High deer densities are degrading the forest. Deer control is needed. Exclosures should be used 

to assess the impact of deer browse and preserve sensitive plant species. 
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Stewardship Summary
- Surveyed and pulled garlic mustard except SE corner
  where autumn olive thicket impenetrable
- Treated oriental bittersweet and autumn olive resprouts
  in field where stewardship work was done in 2013
- Treated known swallow-wort 2x, identified 1 new patch
- Monitored photo points
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38  2014 Natural Areas Stewardship Report 

Watershed Ridge Park 
 

 

Stewardship Task Completed 

1. Garlic Mustard 

 Mapped and pulled garlic mustard through the park. Heavily infested areas along Buell 

Rd were not treated. 

2. Phragmites 

 Phragmites throughout the park was sprayed 

 A Phragmites Treatment workshop was held with 12 participants. There was lot of 

interest, so workshop will be repeated in the future. 

3. Photo Monitoring 

 Photo points were monitored in late August 

Future Stewardship Tasks 

1. Garlic mustard in heavily infested southern areas with few natives should be foliar sprayed in 

early spring. The remainder of the park should be hand-pulled. 

2. Hire contractor with heavy equipment (“hydro ax”) to do initial clearing of thick autumn olive 

thickets on west side of park. PRC staff would then handle follow-up and native plant seeding 

work. 

3. Sweep northeast forest for invasive woody plant annually 

4. Work with park development planning process to place facilities and developments in areas that 

will not affect sensitive habitat. Assess opportunities for restoring native plant communities as 

the area is developed. 

5. High deer densities are degrading the forest. Deer control is needed. Exclosures should be used 

to assess the impact of deer browse and preserve sensitive plant species. 

6. Conduct botanical inventory of the entire park. 
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Stewardship Summary
- Surveyed and pulled garlic mustard except 
E farm dump and along farm fields bordering Buell Rd
- Surveyed and treated all Phragmites
- Monitored photo points
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